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T he Reverend Doctor Gerald Frank Moede passed away peacefully to blessed

eternal life and glory after a long struggle surrounded by loving family and
friends on the morning of February 13th, 2018.

His life exemplified courage, strength and generosity to the very end. He faced

advancing health challenges with grace and fortitude.
Gerald "Jerry " was born in Eland, Wisconsin on April 9, 1930 to Eldor Moede and

Myrtle ( James) Moede. Together with his parents, sisters Jeanne and Janice, he grew
up in communities throughout central Wisconsin while his father served as

superintendent and his mother taught elementary education in various school

districts.
Growing up, Jerry had varied interests including music, photography, astronomy,

railroading and reading. He also had a keen and clever sense of humor appreciated
by many.

Jerry was an avid scholar, studying at the University of Wisconsin Stevens Point,

Macalester College, Garrett Theological Seminary and at the University of Basel in
Switzerland, where he earned a Doctorate of Theology. He taught at Princeton and

Dubuque seminaries, was a published author and speaker, and a contributor to
various church periodicals.

He met his life-long partner Elizabeth "Bets" Warren at a Methodist church camp.
They were married on September 1st, 1951 in Sturgeon Bay, Wisconsin and together

they raised four children.

After receiving his ordination through the United Methodist Conference, Jerry and
Bets began their pastoral ministry serving Methodist church parishes in

Elo/Rosendale, Beloit, Wauwatosa, Batavia, and Waupaca, Wisconsin. They worked
within many Methodist congregations to share the Church's message of love and

social justice.
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Jerry was a respected theologian and ecumenical leader, fulfilling his lifelong

commitment to Christian unity on the international, national, regional and local
levels. He served on the Faith and Order Commission of the World Council of

Churches in Geneva, Switzerland from 1967 to 1974 and as the Executive Secretary of
the Consultation On Church Union in Princeton, NJ from 1974 to 1988. He later

continued ecumenism on the local/regional level by fostering ongoing dialogue and

shared worship within various denominations.
During his international travels with the WCC, Jerry was stricken with Guillain-Barre

syndrome, a neurological disease resulting in total paralysis. He did recover and
resumed a normal life after several years of therapy.

In 1995, Jerry and Bets settled into retirement in Waupaca, Wisconsin where they

enjoyed time with family and friends at the family's home on Rainbow Lake in the
"Chain O' Lakes".

Jerry was preceded in death by his parents, sister Janice Genz and his daughter Kerry
Moede. He is survived by his devoted wife Bets, son Mark Moede (Mary K. White),

son Stephen Moede, daughter Michèle (Norman Lorenz), granddaughter Marlaine

Moede, grandson Garritt Moede, and sister Jeanne Ahlborg (Donald). He is also
survived by numerous close brothers and sisters-in-law and nieces and nephews.

The family wishes to express sincere thanks and gratitude to Theda Care Hospice
and home caregivers Karin, Cathi, Sarah, Niki and many others for all of their loving

care to Jerry over the past year.
Jerry's life will be celebrated at a service to be held on Friday JULY 6th at 3 pm at the

First United Methodist Church in Waupaca, Wisconsin. Service details to follow on

Holly Funeral Home website.
In lieu of flowers, the family graciously requests memorials be given to the Guillain-

Barre (GBS) or ALS Society.
Jerry's final resting place will be at Lakeside Cemetery in Waupaca.

A.J. Holly and Sons Funeral Home in Waupaca, Wisconsin is assisting the family.

"The day which we fear as our last is but the birthday of eternity." Seneca
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Memorial Service

First United Methodist Church

720 Demarest Street, Waupaca WI 54981

Cemetery Details

Lakeside Memorial Park

936 High Street, Waupaca WI
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Friday, July 6, 2018

3:00 PM CT
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SM Stephen Moede shared 3 photos to the Gerald Moede album.

February 20 at 2:46 PM

SM Stephen Moede shared a photo to the Gerald Moede album.

February 20 at 8:53 AM

Dorothy Blackmon shared 8 photos to the New Album Name album.

February 17 at 7:15 PM

Dorothy Blackmon lit a candle in honor of Gerald.

Dear Moede Family,Our family has so many fond memories of family picnics

together with Uncle Jerry in Waupaca. Wonderful conversations and thoughtful

insights. Swimming and boating on Rainbow Lake or just sitting quietly enjoying the

view. You led a wonderful life Uncle Jerry with steadfast love of God and your

family. We are truly blessed to have shared so many moments with you. We will miss you terribly. With

much love, Glen, Dorothy, Brianna and Will Blackmon

February 19 at 6:02 AM

KS Kelly Johnston Stackhouse posted:

Dear Moede Family,Please accept our heartfelt condolences. I will always remember Dr. Moede with

great affection. I remember his kind heart and gentle spirit. I was always in awe of his intellect and his

work to bring people together. As a youth, I felt like problems in the world would all be ok because Dr.

Moede was working to make it so. He had an impact on my life and I feel blessed by his life. We pray

that you have peace.Our hearts and love are with you,Kelly (Johnston) Stackhouse and Family

February 17 at 7:15 PM
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SM Stephen Moede shared 3 photos to the Gerald Moede album. February 20 at 2:46 PM

Gerald in Door County Wisconsin
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SM

From left - sister Janice, Gerald, sister Jeanne Elizabeth & Gerald celebrating

SM Stephen Moede shared a photo to the Gerald Moede album. February 20 at 8:53 AM
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Dorothy Blackmon shared 8 photos to the New Album Name album. February 19 at 2:44 PM

Bill and Marilyn's 50th Wedding Anniversary Robin and Terry's 50th Wedding Anniversary

Waupaca Family Picnic 2006 Family Picnic
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Rainbow Lake Fun Rainbow Lake

Family Picnic kids table Family Picnic
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Memories only last if you share them
Join us in honoring Gerald by contributing to a collection of shared memories.
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